THE  SUN  AND   THE   SERPENT

Gulf, and, with these, communication was doubt-
less kept up by sea.

Up to the end of the Vedic period, warfare
between Aryas and Dasyus continued with varying
results. The Asuras appear to have been engaged
in many intertribal conflicts ; and the Aryas seem
to have allied themselves sometimes with one tribe
and sometimes with another. We find, too, that
the rishis, and other religious ascetics, went back-
wards and forwards, between Devas and Asuras,
and were equally well received by both.1 The
rishi Narada is said to have known all the inhabi-
tants of Patala, and he had evidently a very high
opinion of them.3 As time went on, commercial
arrangements were entered into, such as those
alluded to in the legend of " The Churning of the
Ocean.",

At a very early period, too, intermarriages seem
to have taken place, even in the highest quarters.
Sachi, the wife of Indra, was the daughter of the
Asura chief Puloman ; 3 and Jayanti, Indra's
daughter, became the wife of Usanas, the chief
priest of the Asuras.4 Then Matali, the " friend,
counsellor, and charioteer " of Indra, married his

1  Vishnu Purana, II. v. 204.

2 Mahabharata, Udyoga, Bhagavatyana, p. xcvii.

3 Ramayana, Yuddha K., Muir, II. 405.

4 Bhagavata Purana, Muir, v. 154.
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